Harold Weiaberg 

Rt. 6, Frederick, Kd. 21701 

3/30/74 

Georgs Barman 
0B3 Itw 

Dear George, 

teat night's evening am took ns hank 39 years, t6 when X was part of two official 
Inves ti gations of Harlan, to one of tbs acre shameful periods of oar history end one of 
the sore colorful, to what in ay wags at ns writing daps would have aads quits a story. 

Vers X younger and with less planned and ressarohsd work, X'd da a hook an it. In 
part X writs you on tbs ohanos you think there oould be sons W interest in telling ea 
unteld story and in recording a history that is rsoordad only officially. X have the 
rsoorda of one investigation and know where those of the ether are available. 

X also have other purposes. X was always too busy to keep a Journal, there eve new 
Asvsral aoadcsdo interests in ay work far arahlvss Ik pw— I in orlsla. Xf anything 
denes of thin see wants to rsoerd rsoollsotloen of these Wings of wfaidh X was part, this 
osn serve as notes for that purpose. Xt will record a fragaent of the tetegnwcd and 
aaperlsnoe that Influenced snld s sons of tee work of nors jansdiate noholarly in- 
terest. (X was a Senate Investigator between ay newspaper and asgasina days and before 
becoming part of intelligence during Vorld War XX.) And if it doss ant internet yea or 
suggest those In TV who night be Interested, maybe it will interest those kids of when 
X have heard from tins to tins on radio, telling then what they neither hear nor aae 
in Georgetown. 

In the 1930n %rlan was almost an equivalent of Yletasau Kith a population of about 
90,000 among whom almost pure SUaatetten ftypHah eae not unoomaon tbs sanasl rate of 
murders was hl^isr than that of all of u m fork State, Assassination# of these who would 
organise the |m<nn and of candidates was not nuoawm, nor worn pitched battles 

over polling planes and ballot boxes. Almost all the murders were from ambush. 

One of tee more original plots Sonaalved by tee coal-operators' association waa 
getting rid of the octogenarian organiser brought in fron Indiana, Peggy Dwyer, no called 
b ss au ss he ted lost a lag. AH tee gun thugs wars deputised, the operators’ chdef thug was 
really named Ben tethate. *e was glvm 1400 to kill Peggy, whs worked out of the next 
eounty to the west. Ball. Dnthank was also given the dynamite ne e d ed. But ha figured why 
tee atvM«iA any chances when he »»<***t ** s u b oo nt r aot tee job. So he did, for 

half What ha had been given, there was than a chain ef fee-splitters who figured it the 
ease way until Chris tlattersen, whs had bean given MX) for tee Job, got R.C.Tnokott to 
do it for *10.00. that wing of tea hotel went straight 19 In the air teas Peggy ms in 
ted. And test actually happened is teat the natal ted turned over in tee air, eeadag down 
on top of Peggy, protecting him. He waa unhurt. And nothing happened to anyone else, either, 
not even after we tote oonfssalona under oath. 

In fact, one of tee operators, ted Creech, threatened a Senate witness in the toilet 
on the northeast corner of the third floor of tea Old Senate Office Building and was in- 
ducted for it. the operators were experienced in fixing juries and they Hand that one 
in Washington, too. X waa a witness in that trial, the same method waa used a few months 
later, team tea department of Juateoa followed up with criminal charges against something 
mors than 60 corporations and Individuals. For all tela violence and murders, it s e e m s 
odd teat the oaaa waa known aa V.S. v Buy Helen et al, bat that was the nans of the 
first mining corporation in tee indictment. 

the trial was about 100 alias north and X think a bit west of Harlan, in ^ondon, 
teural County, where the population, when court was not in session, was 1910, according to 
the road sign. X was tee only one ooonsotsd with the government who walked around alms and 
unarmed. Snarly each a te n i ng I tote a three-hour walk in the mountains with an old lawyer 




i*o had boon lieutenant governor of Weet Virginia. But ho carried a pen-knife and whittled 
aa vo a trolled in tbs aountaina before breekfaat. X aado local friends, easier for a 24 - 
year-old where the federal govemumt was not popular. And X aloes in the official party 
was not fro* the epartaent of Justice or the WX, so * had local sources of everything 
fros boose to information. (It mo a dry county and I was also the official party' a 
runnuuMr wheat tbs bootleggers' prises got too fclBh* I ran it from ha rtn gto n . Iy., or 
Jellioo, Casa., in an old arsored *uLak of the Department's.) 

than ay aoaress told ns whan and how tha jury was find and nobody fro* Washington 
would believe suoh n thing could happen, Z decided it was ties to return to the job at 
the Senate froa which tha Departneat had ho rr ow a d a* because X knee scat about the subject. 
X served as their expert on auah things aa duoes teem subpenifo. fanething Use the 
Washington people didn't expeot followed immediately upon ay departure, si* surdsrs, of 
goatbugs killing each other. X was tha only one who knew how they caw to peso and X was 
safely awn? only hours before the first of Dm Xt and details of the personal lives of 
soao who later bnoaaw fanous are the only parts of tha ataxy X sen t tell. 

Xt was like wild west. One Bmtey, before we left Harlan far Hwien, the Into Irian 
MoHahon, who waa standing near it when we beard a noise, whipped the door of a? hotel 
non open and there with his ear to it was a deputised thug, Hickey, with a .15 on 
each hip. Brian was later a Senator ind father of the atenio energy act. “a waa than 
assistant 4 * 0 . in sharps of tha Criminal Division* 

Before tha VBX agents poured in, whs*) there was but one, the lawyers and ns, vs 
had a chauffeur who got so soared of being biwon up when ha turned the witch on that ha 
want on an unandsd drunk. We had to spirit bin out of Harlan - While being watohed by 
the thug-deputies 1*0 were looki n g for local charges they oeuld pin on us. Wally K. 

Hopkins, an assistant A.Q. later hired by J ohn bawls as DRW general oeunasl whan X was 
asked to reoanaand, Walter Uallagber, the youngest D.J. lawyer* and X did it with Mist 
sneered *Wk. 

With these two stories it is ay intention to give a little of the c o nditions under 
which tbs federal prosecution worked aa auah as least eolor. 

Tha conditions of tha alners, especially those even auapaeted of wanting tha union, 
today assn Incredible. Criae was alaost an official nanopoly and rekeeffs wars not by 
any sob but by thsuoperatora, through the aaohinery of sonpany towns. The operators wars 
also without sympathy for each other if one waa auapaeted of oettoniag to Washington. X 
m e m ber the o n e ar se d lawyer for Peabody Coal and his engineering a nolo co n t enders in 
«y roon in London. Within days Peabody's Harlan nine waa beabed and burned. 

itinera wars not paid ebough to li«e on 00 they wore always in debt to tha cospany 
store, whose prioea were always exceptionally high. They ware paid in scrip, not sonsy, 
and oould spend it at the oowpany store only. Chay were never out of debt and ooald not 
even serve whan they were in debt. H a aid es, the operators owned all the shacks. 

Pearl Baaahan, who run the HwrtanrWSllina Coal Co., a snail son who looked like a 
Central Castings job on s Yankee storekeeper, was probably tha seat efferent in ak iu n is g 
his own payroll, “e had a real checkoff, a buck for a raffled turkey, a bunk for a ohanee 
on a wreck of a oar, ate. Any ssployee who ooa plaln s d waa beaten up, pronto. And each 
eaployeo waa docked for eaoh turkey raffled weekly. 

Ben Lawson was celled "Onole %" because he had none of tha attributes of an uaola 
except grey hair. **e had tho Harlan equivalent of Tiger Cages at Ida alaaf, private 
jails as X xvseaber under tha steps of either tha offices or the oaspany stores. *» use 
the law, 100# of it. 

There waa an authentio here, a lay preaebar/siner actually nsned Marshall Nuaick. 

Hat that aany wore not heroic. Just living there wee heroian. But these un til-then 
noun tain-look people rarely left. Thus the p e rsi stenc e of the HUnbethaa speech. Muaiok 
waa beaten up and crippled. He probably held the record for beatings survived. Once he wvts 




•t 

kicked along a railroad traek and beaten vith,gunbatta until bo waa though dead. But 
he stayed and preached and organised. Ha dUn t even taka his faaily oat of Harlan 
until hia bouse was ai»t up by a Motorcade eT'daputlss. A a Z recall after all thaaa years* 
aooe of hia kda were killed in bed and he took hia wife and aarvivlng kida to Senoeeam 
and then returned to continue sp readin g the word. 

Merely living in Harlan and working in the nines we sets of personal haroiaai then. 



The operators could operate this tyranny because of their political central of the 
coal areas. H was enough to control Kentucky elections. 

One of their lawyers and one of the leading defense lawyers at the trial was *et» T. 
Broun. *ou any number them is currently a petttioo/eatreprenettr of this naaa. 1 think 
it is hia son. Aaoog the others in the government party who later beeaae aedeetly fawraa 
we Henry Sohweinhattfc, later a judge. HU widow, "ergaret, la prominent in **oatgoaery 
County politico. J.H.Molnamoy, a fordhsa lawyer and like nest* a devout Catholic* ms 
the VHX agent in charge. Ha switohsd to Justice fron the TO because Of teefiae 
ho aade on *rien, who was the protege of Bo w e r OanwlngB* then A.G. (And later a friend of 
aineJttnon was to buy hia forest ban e Brass when he was vies president.) Jin rose to chief 
of the hands »ivisiott, later Criainal. Ho wgs a fine guy and wen heoaas good friends, “s 
taught ne what I have forgotten, how to taka hia autowatlo pistol apart and put it together 
blindfolded, so I could rite shotgun for hia when there was an agent to do it. They 
worked in pairs. And there warn tinea when 1 erouebed behind the door of the ear po in t in g 
that pistol to cover Jin when he walked up to the door of a aountaln house, knotting days 



for a 24-y»ar-old! 

Mo reporters were present until the trial started. Bay Pen ! ell * of the Hass, had a 
house where moat of our parties were held, fhay were eonetlaes pretty wild. One night 
when Z was working and not there a Jou rn al is tic end nan na of the day pursued a reluctant 
ataxetary with such vigor ha broke her leg. All the ryportera were so drunk one of the 
other women phoned ee. There was no doctor of the few in the area who was bane. The only 
help Z could got her wae a vett (Z waa ouxprieod that the agent with when she slept did 
nothing about this incident but X su pp ose that would have let hie wife knew.) At one of 
the early parties the * from the Hew fork Bally lews note a eraok about Hoover. He 

waa yanked the next day* repiaoed by a nan who me a different oat whan he became a 
Washington columnist, George H™"- He was than our "radios!" and amt improbably, had 
quarters with a pteaoher whose horn use at the comer of Divinity and Sublimity. George 
wore hia hair then almost as an Afro. 



The way in which tha jury was fixed was simple and effective even with eequestretlcBU 
The operators bought up mortgagee. *t was as* trick to let this bs know through one of 
them guarding the jury. One of them aw was eon of jay sources. Another was the clerk 
of the federal court. Ha and I became good friends. He trusted m when he did set trust 
the lawyers end agents. He wae a aim guy who waa trusted by the ether leoal nice MW* 



By beat leoal ftisnd waa a lawyer who remained a alow friend for yearn aftwr he 
had to leave end until his Marriage soured, a earns from one at the aero faaooa fUdlim. 
He was a Olay. Unlike the mat of his faaily* which represented power* he took tha osaaa 
of tha poor, which meant ha could have no other practise. He get paid any way people oould 
pay hia. The land on which te built hia home waa a fee. So was mat of tha oondteaotlea 
work and the aaterlala. He waa tha local form for daoancy. Soonhow ho aoquimd three 
T - r i> weeklies in tha arm. Tha hoodoo Tlaea, The Manohaatar Guardian and one aero 
aodsstly named, Tha Mount Vernon Sentinel. Manchester waa in the heart * f feuding oountxy. 
Onoe ah ao he waa away an unpopular client for 'tea ACID in Lexington hia wife 

naked na to drive ever the Manchester with her to try and collect sene money ©wad than. 

She feared if ha did it they would shoot hia. Possible* too. Hut not a woman. And tea was 
a pretty Portugese wooan he had net in colleg e in California. Z remember teat week well 
Wtniian wKon ‘the London ttiMr hid to go to vtom ib* BoodM bow oopy* Om oi thi stonM 
I wrote waa of tee night before* a second Lowl e -a ohw e Ung fight* (Mf head waa "Joe still 
tempi Max atil Sohstalling.” Oh, tee groans! ) 



thla fr iend was hipped on the anoeetor for whoa “ohataaed ill was namad, not Henry. 
Casiua Clay was quite a man, an aboUUonlat editor in slaw territpry. **inooln sent fain 
as amb a s sador to to saw his life after 1m faai won shout as nany fights as one 

nan oould expect to survive. He'd soke a halluva movie, with the 1-rated the reality* 

|e had to leaw » n because of an affair with a wooan in the Osar* a family. 

X wander as X remember and X nust get to work. 



Another itsn in yesterday's news oarrlsd me back, but only four years. Ton asy 
rsnsedMr, in the context of the Kleindienet pfen plea-barg aining . the document* * haw 
you end others proving ha was a practising liar. fi*y wars attaohsd to the oompUint 
in the first of ay freedom of Xnfornatlsn suits* nous ever reported* they haw the 
earn record on Kttehsll and even include ay uneeatested sad unpunished charges of 
official perjury. X often wonder if what happened would haw bees dared if there bed 
been any exposure of this official dishonesty end oorruption of which X did haw end 
did provide evidence. Really proof. X got an also wreported suw»iy Judgement in that 
first oaae*(fht Cray and Off? 1 * 11 ** 1 ** figured in tfaas officially end X believe unofficially 
the guy who has Just said that whan Justice d ef e n ds Mixes it Isa t defending bin, Irving 
Jeffe. 1 know Jaffa is pert of the story that i n cl u des your one time quest, for JTK'e 
train.} 1 haw another one filad now* also ignored, in which the unreported record 
Is overloaded with the sans and X think crosses into both perjury and subornation. 

With wf earlier experiences X do nothing to attract atten t io n to those su its, being 
able to afford neither the tine nor tbs cost when there is no apparent interest in 
theau I am content to eerw serious purposes and to build a record that nay haw value 
only in history. Abd maybe sons day a federal Judge will get uptight over somebody 
other than as. 



This one has the potential. And the seoond one la before the Supreme c ogrt for 
oert. It will be precedent trader the inwatigmtorjWllea exemption. The government has 
juat aakad for its seoond extension. Bow the proas oould haw ignored what Oanaher 
wrote in hie X a till canit understand. Bis First-Asmndaaat oonoept la that e 

writer should be forever forf ended from m a king inquiry. Or, prior restraint is a 
His last words* la cape, were X think unique in a decision, Requisoat in 
pecan. And he was no JPK partisan, either. 



Well, I hope X haven't bored you. 

Aad thanks for the transoripta X aakad for. 



Sincerely, 

P.3. The last tiiaa 1 was in Harlan waa the weak after World War II started. The OKW 
then had a resident organiser who has Just reaoheiRgpeliSsWfeilftwWg career a sick, crippled 
and ruined nan, George Titler. George hau the guts to stay in Harlan town, and he made 
the best Pennsylvania hutch earner kraut and ribs X ever tasted, topped off with a 
gsape pie. Bound like a guy that tough? I ouda the one stop in Harlan* for lunch and a 
visit, and waa certain to got to Bristol before sundown. That was only two years after 
the killers started killing themselves and bobs of their friends sight have figured out 
how it all started. 




